






















THREE-MEMBER SOUTH EAST ASIAN AND PACIFIC ISLAND PANEL 

Speaker: Leow Yangfa, Executive Director, Oogachaga, Singapore 

Leow Yanfa is executive director of Oogachaga, Singapore's community-based, non-profit organisation working with 

lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, questioning, queer and gender-diverse (LGBTQ+) individuals, couples and families. 

As a registered social worker, Yangfa has experience working in Singapore's social service sector, including suicide 

prevention and working with the LGBTQ+ community. He edited "I Will Survive: Personal LGBT stories in Singapore", a 

collection of real-life accounts now in its third print edition. 

Speaker: Joey Joleen Mataele, Kingdom of Tonga 

Joey Joleen Mataele is from the Kingdom of Tonga and has a range of experiences, involving running her own 

business, as a professional Singer, Entertainer, Event Planner and a single parent of three adopted children. She was 

the Founder/Director Miss Galaxy Queen Pageant to raise awareness and visibility and to support her community. 

Currently, Joey is the Executive Director of the Tonga Leiti's Association and Co-Founder of the Pacific Sexual Gender 

Diversity Network. In 1996, she was awarded the Silver Jubilee Medal by the late King Taufa'ahau Tupou 1V, for her 

humanitarian work with disabled and sexual minority Groups. In 2008, she was awarded with the "Order Of Queen 

Salote" Medal during the late King George Tupou V's Coronation, for services for the royal family. Joey was nominated 

in 2016 by the US Secretary of State for the Women of Courage Award; and in 2017 she was nominated for the APCOM 

Hero Transgender Award. 

Speaker: Midnight Poonkasetwattana, Executive Director, APCOM, Bangkok, Thailand 

Originally from Northeast Thailand, Midnight has been the Executive Director of APCOM based in Bangkok, Thailand 

since 2011, working in multi-sectoral partnerships with governments, donors, the United Nations, development partners 

and most importantly the community and civil society organisations working on advancing SOGIESC rights, and 

alleviating HIV in the Asia Pacific region. Midnight is a member of various advisory committees, including the global 

IDAHOT committee, international advisory group of Dignity Network, World Health Organisation Global PrEP Coalition 

and Guidelines Development Group for HIV Testing Services, and ASHM's Regional Advisory Group member leading 

on Key Populations of the Taskforce on BBVs, Sexual Health and COVID-19. In 2016 Midnight gave the Closing Plenary 

Statement at the 2016 High-Level Meeting on Ending AIDS at the UN General Assembly. 
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OCTOBER 8, 2020 

TIME PRESENTATION TITLES PRESENTERS 

10:00AM Call to Order, "Pronouns", Welcome, Introductions, Planning Team Member 

Acknowledgements & Housekeeping 

10:05AM Invocation Elton Naswood, Navajo Nation 

10:10AM "We Remember Our Own" Reynaldo Deleon, Jr., MS 

10:15AM - 11:00AM Stonewall to Today: How New York Has Led The Hon. Kathy Hochul -

Nation in Building Safe, Healthy and Affirming NYS Lt. Governor. 

Environments for Marginalized LGBTQ Communities 

11:00AM - 11:45AM Prioritizing Community: The AIDS Institute and Johanne Marne, MS and Kraig 

the LGBTQ Community Pannell - NYS AIDS Institute 

BREAKOUT SESSION I 

11:45AM - 1:00PM Breaking Down Barriers and Building Up Communities Mark West 

Self-Awareness and Social Justice: Who Am I in the Sharde' O'Rourke, LPC, LMHT 

world of feeling invisible? 

Rahim Thawer, MSW 

What are you looking for, RN or LTR? 

LUNCHTIME - "I AM WHAT I EAT" 

1:00PM - 1:30PM "Healthy Eating" - a LIVE cooking show The James Beard Foundation: 

Featuring: Chef Mavis-Jay Sanders, 

1:20PM - 2:30PM Post-Show Panel Discussion Chef Sicily Sierra 

Moderator- Colleen Vincent; 

Panelists: 

Chef Shorne Benjamin 

Daphene Altema-Johnson 

Debra Duby 

2:30PM Planning Team Member Call to Order, Welcome, Introductions, 

Acknowledgments and Housekeeping 

2:30PM - 3:15PM Speaker Panel LGBTQ+ in the Global South Leow Yangfa, Joey Joleen Mataele, and 

Midnight Poonkasetwattana 

3:15PM - 4:00PM The Environment and Me; Where do Black Gay Men Fit? Brian Kanyemba, MSc., APHA 

4:02PM Gilead Sciences Gilead Sciences 

BREAKOUT SESSION II 

4:02PM - 5:15PM Impact of COVID-19 on Latino gay/bi men living with HIV Julio A. Rolon-Mendez, DrPHc, MBA 

Do you have a clitoris, and other questions not to ask Farzana Doctor, MSW, RSW 

FGM/C Survivors? 

A For Us By Us Model: A Grassroots Initiative to Address Jorge Ochoa, BA; Martez D.R. Smith, 

Crystal Meth Use in the Ballroom Community LMSW; Timothy Tobias, LMSW; Holly A. 

Taylor, MPH, PhD; Sara C. Hull, Ph.D. 

5:15PM COVID-19 Pandemic Update Madhury (Didi) Ray, MD, MPH, NYC DOHMH 

5:25PM - 5:45PM Drumming as Therapy Heritage OP 

5:45PM - 5:50PM Closing Remarks - 2021 Planning Team Member 

5:50PM Closing Invocation Tony Enos, Cherokee 

5:55PM END 
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Panel Discussion - " I Am What I Eat: Nutrition and Mental Health" 

Moderator: Colleen Vincent, Vice President of Community 

Panelists: 

Chef Shorne Benjamin, Andaz 5th Avenue (Hyatt) 

Daphene Altema-Johnson, Johns Hopkins Center for a Livable Future 

Debra Duby, Soul Salad, Ltd 

Speakers: 

Midnight Poonkasetwattana, APCOM, Bangkok, Thailand 

Joey Joleen Mataele, Tonga Leiti's Association and Pacific Sexual Gender 

Diversity Network, Kingdom of Tonga 

Leow Yangfa, Oogachaga, Singapore 

The Environment and Me; Where do Black Gay Men Fit? 

Speaker: Brian Kanyemba, MSc; Advocates for HIV Prevention in Africa 

Society describes LGBTQ+ as weak, rare, outcasts, deviants, rapists, 

pedophiles; the names are endless. But how do they define themselves? This 

discussion will outline some of the tribulations Black gay men face to achieve 

self actualization. 

Video: Gilead Sciences 

During the Breakout Session, an artists' gallery - featuring fine art works by 

Mark West and "Pandemics" photography by Ocean Morriset. 
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CONFERENCE PLANNING TEAM: 

Lissette Marrero, MSW, 

Reynaldo De Leon, Jr., MS., Ed.D. (Student), Columbia University, 

Richard Morales, LGBT Center, 

Uchechukwu Onwa, QDEP 

Antoine Craigwell, DBGM 

ABSTRACT REVIEWERS: 

Danielle Roper, Ph.D. 

Barbara Warren, Psy.D. 

Donald Gagnon, Ph.D. 

Anwar Uhuru, Ph.D. 

CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDITS: 

Callen-Larde Community Health Center 

(David Guggenheim, Psy.D.) 

ARTISTS' GALLERY: 

Jose Ramon's "The White Shirt Project" 

Glori Tuitt 

Mark West 

Ocean Morriset 

COMMUNITY PARTNERS: 

Advocates for HIV Prevention in Africa 

Black and Latino LGBTQ Coalition 

Brooklyn Community Pride Center 

Caribbean Equality Project 

Elmcor 

Harlem Pride 

Katharine Pettit Creative 

LGBT Cancer Network 

SPONSORS: 

AmidaCare 

Callen-Larde Community Health Center 

DBGM, Inc. 

Gilead Sciences 

Heritage OP 

Housing Works 

LM Consulting 

Navajo Nation 

Princess Janae Place, Inc. 

RecoveriesRUS 

The Church of the Village 

Voces Latinas 

Zambo Aroma 

XAD Productions 

NYS AIDS Institute 

Queer Detainee Empowerment Project 

The James Beard Foundation 

The LGBT Center 

The LGBT National Cancer Network 

SAGE USA 

Conference Website Update: XAD Productions - Sponsored by NYS AIDS Institute 
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